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"DEVELOPING TOLERANCE AND MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING IN EUROPE"

Dear Mr/ Mrs,

Young people in Europe are facing new objectives and challenges during their growth; both at
school, where they have to deal with diversity among students themselves, as well as living in a changing
society. These changes represent a challenge for students in their perception as well as in their general
understanding of themselves and their environment.

Within the Erasmus + programme, six countries of the European Union are carrying out , during
the period from 2016-2017 and 2017-2018 an exciting and meaningful project for us all. This project deals
with coexistence, tolerance and mutual understanding. We believe that peaceful coexistence fosters a
climate of good attitude towards learning. Our main goal is to train people, train them to be good students
and better citizens in order to improve school results and avoid school dropouts, as well as increase the
employability of our students.

Mutual collaboration among the six participating schools contributes to a process of progressive
awareness by the students of the problems they will have to face in their daily lives in Europe. During the
development of this specific project, we have focused on the growing challenges that students encounter in
their day-to —day lives with cultural and social diversity; due, in part, to immigration and the integration of
citizens from all over the world in our European countries, while at the same time trying to preserve the
essential values of the European Union itself. A new challenge that needs to be addressed is to get to know
how the school systems of the six countries face the inclusion of new groups of foreign students. The
innovative aspect of this project is to encourage our students to be aware of these challenges and to be
capable of assuming and managing them profitably, as well as educate them to create their own solutions.

In this project of six European countries: Denmark, Spain, Holland, Hungary, Italy, and Sweden, in
which Spain acts as coordinating country, we want to teach our students to navigate in this changing world,
helping them to increase their knowledge of these differences and their causes.

When working with other countries we realize that diversity and cultural variety enrich every
project and lead to the multicultural competence of each one of the participants. With these exchanges,
based on immersion and international coexistence, we are convinced that we will achieve a remarkable
improvement in the future of our students both as active citizens in their communities as well as in their
professional development.

At this difficult time for Europe and its unity, we are working on the issue of "The crisis in
European values" and how to address its internal and external challenges. We would like our students to be
aware that having a better knowledge of the present European situation will help them to get to know
themselves better as well as their environment. It is important that we understand that, based on our being
different and working on tolerance, we will come to realize what each one’s needs are and how union is
more enriching than disintegration.

These are the reasons why we contact you in order to let you know about our concerns and our
efforts to work for and for Europe to the best of our ability and kindly request your response by letter to
this group of students and Teachers who are very concerned and worried about European unity and its
present and future values. We would be very grateful if the European Commission, in its response to this
letter, could contact us to make our final meeting of the project coincide with its words of encouragement
for a united Europe, strong and with democratic and human values. Renewed by the new generations of
students who will form and outline the future Europe.
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The final meeting of the Erasmus + project will be held in Salamanca, Spain, as a coordinating
country from the 5th to the 9th of March of 2018, and we believe that it will be a wonderful opportunity to
be able to read its answer to this letter in those days, and even the possibility of making a V IDEO-
conference between a representative of the European Union and the participants gathered at this final
meeting in Salamanca.

We hope that this letter will serve as support and step forward to a renewed spirit for both
parties and that we can continue working in and for Europe from each of our countries. '

With kind greetings and wishing you the best, we are looking forward to your answer

Sincerely yours,

IES LUCIA DE MEDRANO, SALAMANCA, SPAIN

http://www.luciademedrano.es - 37005861 @educa.jcyl.es

Headmaster: José Angel Torijano Pérez jatorijano@educa.jcyl.es

International coordination: Maria Dolores Rodriguez Herrero mdrodriguezh@educa.jcyl.es

_ Participants, IRStitutions and Countries

Frederikshavn Gymnasium & HF-Kursus (DENMARK)
. https://www.frhavn-gym.dk/

Alternativ Kézgazdasagi Gimnazium (AKG) (BUDAPEST)
https://www.akg.hu/

IES Lucia de Medrano SALAMANCA (SPAIN)
http://www.luciademedrano.es

phmpwjg'..ss Philips van Horne SG (HOLLAND)
a— https://pvanhorne.nl/

Istituto di Istruzione Superiore "Luigi di Savoia Duca Degli Abruzzi" Rieti (ITALY)
http://www.iisluigidisavoia.com/

Kristinehamns kommun (SWEDEN)
http: //www.kristinehamn.se/
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